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Note from the Editor:
Greetings, in the name of Our Lord & Savior Jesus Christ. Welcome to the 5th Edition of
the “Young Disciple Focus,” a quarterly newsletter of the General Assembly Youth
Ministry. In this issue you will find highlights from our youth. We bless God for what He
is doing in this season.
1 Chronicles 16:34 (ESV): “Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his
steadfast love endures forever!” The Lord is good and His mercies are new every day.
During this time of the year, let us be thankful and grateful for all that God has done for
us. Let us be mindful of those who are less fortunate than us. Be a blessing to someone
by sharing, loving and caring. Let us show love in every aspect of our lives; not just
during the holiday season. Philippians 2:3-4 (ESV): “Do nothing from rivalry or
conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you
look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.” When we are a
blessing to others, God will bless us.
Eldress Kimberly Ferebee
Editor

The duties of the reporter are to report news/interest stories from each
district. The stories will be used as articles for Young Disciples Focus,
the quarterly newsletter, of General Assembly Youth Ministry. A
minimum of two reporters from each district is needed. If you are
interested contact your
Local Youth Representative.
For more information contact the Assistant Youth Director, Sister
Nakeitha Brown, shortie33n@yahoo.com

“Be Thankful”

Ephesians 5:20
..”Giving thanks always for all things to
God the Father in the name of Our Lord
Jesus Christ..”

During this time of year, we celebrate Thanksgiving and Christmas. It’s a
time of the year when many of us come together to fellowship, to celebrate
and to give thanks. 1 Thessalonians 5:18 (NKJV) -“In everything give
thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” The Word
of God declares that in all things, we should give thanks and to be thankful
unto Him. It doesn’t say for everything; but in everything.
What does it mean to be thankful? To be thankful is to show gratitude and
appreciation towards another. Philippians 4:6 (ESV) – “Do not be anxious
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” When we think of
Thanksgiving, many associate it with feasting and/or harvesting a crop.
Paul was a great example of how one can be restricted by circumstances
and still be content in whatever state he was in and to be thankful.
During the Christmas season, our parents may not be fortunate enough to
give us everything that wants. So many times we take the small things that
God gives us for granted. But when you are able to wake up in the morning,
to have food in your refrigerator, and to have warmth, then you should be
thankful. There are so many that don’t have materialistic things. It’s not
about the materialistic possessions that we may have; but’s about having a
relationship with God and knowing that He will supply all of our needs.
As we embark upon this holiday season, let us reflect upon how gracious
our God is. God will always provide for His people. Instead of worrying
about food and clothing, be grateful unto God for He is a rewarder to those
who diligently seek Him. Remember that there are so many people that do
not have the necessities to survive: food and water. Be thankful for your
parents and those who rules over you. Tell them how much your appreciate
them. The next time when you start to complain, remember it could be you
outdoors with no food or clothes. It could be you without a parent to help
nurture and care for you. In all things be thankful, not just for this season;
but always.

NORTHEASTERN DISTRICT ASSEMBLY

SEPTEMBER 2011

During the Northeastern District Assembly,
on Saturday, September 17, 2011 the Youth
Department of the NEDA presented a talk
show entitled, “Catch It At The Root.” The
Goal of the event was to go beyond the surface
of the problems that young people in our
Church faces and assists in eliminating them
through sound counsel and the Word of God.
Youth from various churches sent in questions
that were given to a guest panel. The panel
gave answers to the question based on the
Word of God.
The Talk Show host was Minister Zulema
Cheek, youth minister at the Antioch Church
of Christ, Brooklyn, New York. The guest
panel was Turron Kofi Alleyne, New Life
Evangelistic Ministries, Newark New Jersey;
Jonathan Blount, St. Mark Church, Brooklyn,
New York; Elder Dorothy Hayes, Pastor of New
Life Evangelistic Ministries, Newark, New
Jersey; Minister Tonya Lewis, 1st Step
Ministry Church, Brooklyn, New York; and
Elder Aaron Owens, Sr., Pastor of St. Paul
Church of Christ, Brooklyn, NY.

Each panelist gave Godly advise and
instruction according to the Word of God.
Some of the questions asked were: “How do I
deal with my sexuality in church?” Answer:
“The Word of God governs our sexuality in the
same manner it keeps us from sin. If we are
going to please God and serve Him, our lives
(by our own volition) have to subscribe to
what the Bible says. It teaches us that we
should not commit fornication (1Corinthians
6:18: “Flee fornication. Every sin that a man
doeth is without the body; but he that
committeth fornication sinneth against his own
body.”) It teaches us that we should not
participate in any sexual actions that the Bible
speaks against (1 Corinthians 6:9-10:

Minister Zulema Cheek Turron Kofi Alleyne
Youth Minister
Youth Leader

“Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God?
Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, Nor thieves, nor
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the
kingdom of God.”)
Other questions asked: “Is there a problem with going to parties or clubs?
Has the church developed standards that the "church" can’t live up to?”
Any much more!
The event was a great success as the youth continued the conversation
with some of the panelist after the event!
Congratulations to Bishop Andrew J. Boomer for his insight and
leadership to the Northeastern District Assembly in bringing important
issues as it relates to each Disciple.

Jonathan T. Blount
Member

Elder Dorothy Hayes
Pastor of New Life Evangelistic
Ministries Church of Christ

Minister Tonya Lewis
Associate Minister
1 Step Ministry
Church of Christ

Elder Aaron Owens, Sr.
Pastor
St. Paul Church of Christ

Goldsboro-Raleigh 139th Annual Assembly

October 2011

Pastor Smith and youth leading the disciples in praise and worship.

On Saturday, October 22, 2011 in the 139th session of
the Goldsboro-Raleigh District Assembly there was a
Youth Explosion. The evening began with the youth praise
and worship team as they led the disciples into the presence
of the Almighty God! Minister Daemark Faison of Holy
Trinity United Holy Church presided during the service.
The Goldsboro-Raleigh Youth Assembly Mass Choir
sang the high praises of God! The power of the Holy
Ghost moved throughout the service as disciples of
various ages praised and worshiped Almighty God
together. The youth participated through song, scripture
reading, dance and mime ministry.

Goldsboro-Raleigh Youth Assembly Mass Choir

St. Mark Dancers for Christ
&
The Mighty Men of Valor Mime Team
“Lift Up Your Head Oh Ye Gates”
POWERFUL!!!!!!!

The preacher for the Explosion was Assistant Secretary of
the Goldsboro-Raleigh Assembly, Elder Keith Anderson
who is also the pastor of Faith & Love Kingdom Ministries.
The preachers’ subject was, “Don’t Back Down,” Daniel
3:15-18. Elder Anderson let the youth know that the “enemy
(Satan) ain’t playing fair and he eats away at our integrity,
but we must not back down from holiness and what we
believe!” The Gospel message was delivered with power.
The Holy Spirit sweep through the place!
The Youth Explosion culminated with presiding Bishop
Chester L. Aycock crowning and congratulating Miss
Melvina Brown the winner of the Miss Goldsboro-Raleigh
Pageant.
Elder Keith Anderson of Faith & Love Kingdom
Ministries, “Don’t Back Down!”

MISS GOLDSBORO-RALEIGH
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Washington- Norfolk district assembly
141st Annual assembly Youth service

Cameron & Margarette Etheridge

Washington- Norfolk district assembly
141st Annual assembly Youth service

On Saturday, October 8, 2011, youth from Hyde County, South
Albemarle, and North Albemarle of the Washington-Norfolk District
Assembly gathered together to celebrate Annual Assembly. The youth
gave presentations, sung, praise danced, and mimed.
Margarette Etheridge, Cameron’s mother, gave a presentation to
demonstrate how Cameron communicates with others. Ms. Etheridge
explained how Cameron can take pictures with his computer. God has
blessed Cameron to be able to attend school, Currituck Co. Middle
School. The doctors had said that Cameron would never be able to do
the things that he is doing; but God.
Followed by a presentation from Cameron, we were told that we were
blessed in the city, and in the fields. Praise dancers danced to “He
reigns”, “The Battle is not yours,” and “Holiness is where I want to
be.” There was a Word from the Lord by Eldress Kimberly Ferebee,
youth director of Washington-Norfolk District Assembly, who had
assistance from two young ladies from St. Paul to quote the scriptures.
Antioch Church of Christ had four sisters to sing “I give myself
away.” The Mime Disciples ended with “There’s something about the
name of Jesus.”
The Lord truly blessed like never before during the youth service. The
power of the Holy Ghost reigned in the Sanctuary. We bless God for
what He is doing through our youth.

Washington- Norfolk district assembly
141st Annual assembly Youth service

Kingdom worshippers

God’s anointed anGels

.

Chosen children of god

Southern District Assembly
“Faith That Conquers Fear”
Psalms 27:1-2

On Saturday, November 12, 2011 during the General
Assembly Hour Presiding General Bishop Alton A. Smith
came before the people to preach the Gospel message.
He let all Disciples know that we have nothing to fear if we
trust in a true and living God…..the antidote for fear is a
relationship with Christ!”

“2021 Disciples”
Deacon Michael Spriggs, Director of the
2021 Disciples gave a synopsis of the
mission and plans of the newly formed
group.

The choir sung to the glory of God as
one of the younger children lead, “This
Morning When I Rose, I Didn’t Have No
Doubt.”

A bishop from each Assembly was represented at the
Southern Assembly.

North Albemarle District Union
CHURCH OF CHRIST, DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

WASHINGTON-NORFOLK DISTRICT ASSEMBLY

During the summer of 2011, North Albemarle District Union sponsored La “Tea” Da. A formal Tea
Party for the young ladies of North Albemarle District, Church of Christ, Disciples of Christ, ages
6 - 16.
The Tea Party started with a “getting to know you” period where the 19 young ladies were taught to
properly introduce themselves to the group and to each other. Then the workshop consisted of our
young ladies learning manners and etiquette along with social skills. (The proper way to set a table
while dining; which utensil to use first; where & how to place your napkins, etc.). So many tidbits
that they will be able to use throughout their lives, including the proper use of cell phones, how to
answer your home phone, especially if their parents are not at home. The young ladies then enjoyed
the competition of a Bible Quiz, prizes were given. After they enjoyed a delicious meal served in
courses, giving them the opportunity to use the information they learned; they dressed up in
grown- up hats, gloves and bows or scarves and participated in a traditional tea party parade. Their
pictures were taken and given to them as a souvenir of this occasion.
This Tea was held at Philippi Church of Christ, Disciples of Christ, Norfolk, VA where Bishop
Cleveon Bryant is pastor. This was hosted by Jennifer N. Morris, a 2010 graduate from Johnson and
Wales University, Charlotte, NC, where she received her Bachelor of Science degree in Culinary
Arts and Food Service Management. She is a member of Deep Creek COC, DOC. Chesapeake, VA
where Bishop Robert D. Ross is Pastor and her grandfather.
Eldress Shirley R. Ross, District Elder
Elder Marcus Etheridge, Vice

NORTH ALBEMARLE DISTRICT UNION
SUMMER 2011
HELD AT
PHILIPPI CHURCH OF CHRIST,
DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
NORFOLK, VA

During the General Assembly in May 2011, General
Bishop Alton A. Smith implemented a group of
young adults called the “2021 Disciples.” This group
of young adults is from the ages of 20-40, with two
exceptions. The “2021 Disciples” consists of different
leaders from each district of the General Assembly
Church of Christ, Disciples of Christ. The
chairperson is Deacon Michael Spriggs of the
Goldsboro-Raleigh District Assembly. The
Co-Chairperson is Eldress Kimberly Ferebee of the
Washington-Norfolk District Assembly.
It is the duty of this group to continue the Church of
Christ, Disciples of Christ in years to come. To make
sure the Church of Christ, Disciples of Christ lives
forever. As a group, “2021 Disciples” are
implementing ideas to encourage more young adults
to seek God and to persevere. As youth and young
adults, we are the church of today. It is imperative
that we, as youth and young adults, are able to carry
out the duties of the Lord in years to come.

At the
2012 General Assembly Retreat
Of the Church of Christ
Disciples of Christ,
International, Inc.

May 16-19, 2012
To Be Held at
The Sheraton Dover Hotel
1570 North DuPont Highway, Route 13
Dover, Delaware

www.sheratondover.com

Scholarships
Don’t allow finances to stop you from pursuing a career. Start
applying for scholarships or grants today.
Scholarships that may be available:
†Eligibility Requirements: Must be a FAMU undergraduate student, a
U.S. Citizen, have a minimum 2.5 GPA, show evidence of financial
need, and be enrolled in Computer and Information Sciences (CIS),
Computer Engineering, or Mathematics.
†The American Association of University Women offers this grant
to women who already have a bachelor's degree and are pursuing a
graduate degree in the pursuit of career advancement. Minority
women, women pursuing their first graduate degree, and women
pursuing non-traditional fields receive priority. The AAUW began this
program in 1972, when it awarded 50 women with the grants. All
institutions must be accredited and distance education funds are
available.
Award Amount: $2,000-$12,000
2011 Deadline: December 15
†Eligibility Requirements: Must have a B.A. and be preparing to
re-enter the work force or change careers. Special consideration for
women of color, those pursuing a first graduate degree, and women
pursuing nontraditional fields. 2010 Summary: 47 grants, 55% women
of color, 865 eligible applicants, $500,000 in total awards.
†For more information on scholarships: Source:
http://www.guidetoonlineschools.com/financialaid/scholarships/women/graduate#ixzz1RRVuPMN0_
(http://www.guidetoonlineschools.com/financialaid/scholarships/women/graduate#ixzz1RRVuPMN0)
http://www.scholarships.com/
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/pay/scholarships-andaid/8937.html
Visit your local districts or assemblies; or your local counselors’
office at your schools.

BULLYING
Bullying has become rampant among our youth today. There are many children that wake up in the
morning and dread the idea of going to school. Bullying is when a person is picked on over and over
again by an individual or group with more power, either in terms of physical strength or social standing.
Bullying is violence and can lead to abuse both physically and socially. It is important to report this
matter immediately to a trusted adult. If you feel threatened at all, please report to someone in authority.
If the bullying escalates, try not to be alone with the individual. Try to walk away from an incident, talk
to someone, and seek counsel from an adult in authority.

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”
Philippians 4:13

“i aM aBle.”
“i Can stand.”
“Therefore take up the whole armor of God that you may be able to withstand in the evil
day, and having done all, to stand.”
Ephesians 6:13

In order to wage war with the enemy, we need to be clothed in God’s Armor. A
s oldier doesn’t go to war without being prepared. We need to be prepared for battle
at all times. The battle we are in, are in the spiritual realm, so the armor we are to
be clothed in, are in the spiritual realm too. The Belt is the truth, which is God’s
truth. The Breastplate is integrity, moral righteousness and right standing with God.
To have Shod feet is being prepared to face the enemy with the firm-footed
stability, the promptness, and readiness produced by the good news of the Gospel of
peace. The Shield is faith so we can quench all the flaming missiles of the wicked one.
The Helmet is Salvation; we cannot doubt our Salvation. The Sword of the Spirit is
the Word of God, our only attacking piece.
We have to be clothed daily with every pi ece of God’s Armor. We have to wear the
belt of truth-believe the truth and to stand up for the truth at all times. We need to
have integrity, and be in right standing with God, at all times. We need to have a firm
footing in our faith, deep roots and not being swayed, at all times. We need faith in
God, at all times, though we cannot always see. For faith is not in what we see, but
seeing before we see it. We need to be sure of our Salvation, and not doubt, at all
times. We need the Word of God on our lips, in our minds, and written on our hearts
at all times. The moment we let our guard down or take off any of these pieces,
Satan will come in and attack. There must not be any gaps in our Armor - no opening
for Satan to get in. This is a daily thing, and the key is to pray at all times (on every
occasion, in every season) in the Spirit, with all [manner of] prayer and supplication.
We must keep alert and watch with strong purpose and perseverance, interceding on
the behalf of others. Don’t let Satan have the upper hand. He is our defeated foe.
Greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world. You can, and you have
overcome the enemy. Stand

firm!

MSLowndes/KFerebee

Young Disciples Puzzle
1

2

3

4

5

6
7
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9

10

11
12

13
14

15

16

17

18

19
20

Across
1. Group of people who sought to restore the church back to
New Testaments teachings & practices
8. No _____________ but Christ.
9. No ______________ but the Bible.
10. One of the ordinances of the Church of Christ, Disciples of
Christ.
12. General Assembly Secretary
14. General Assembly Youth Director
16. ___________ churches from Ghana joined the GRDA.
17. General Assembly Evangelist
18. Vise Bishop of the General Assembly
19. Youth Retreat 2012 will be held in __________________, PA.
20. First Lady of the General Assembly

Down
2. Secretary of the General Assembly Youth Ministry
3. Church of Christ Disciples of Christ is a _____________
Church.
4. Who constituted the Aim & Plea in 1809
5. General Assembly Treasurer
6. Assistant Director of the General Assembly
7. General Assembly 2012 will be held in ______________, DE.
11. General Assembly Assistant Secretary
13. No ____________ but the Divine.
15. General Bishop of the General Assembly Church of
Christ, Disciples of Christ International, Inc.

T

he words of Matthew 4:4 remind us that, “Man shall not live by

bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God”
(NKJV). During the season when we celebrate the birth of God’s Son, we
should study the Bible and meditate upon its meaning for our lives.
God has given us the Holy bible for the purpose of knowing His
promises, His power, His commandments, His wisdom, His love and His
Son. Let us feast on the Word of God and apply His teachings to our
Lives.
“Heaven and earth will pass away, but My Words
will never pass away.”
Matthew 24:35 Holman CSB

Answer Key to Young Disciples Puzzle
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HOW TO SET
SETTHE
THETABLE
TABLE
ERN

BUTTER KNIFE
BREAD AND
BUTTER PLATE

CUP &
SAUCER

GLASS

SALAD
PLATE

DINNER PLATE
NAPKIN

FORK

PUT THE
NAPKIN ON
THE PLATE
IF THE TABLE
IS CROWDED

KNIFE
SPOON

SOUP SPOON
SALAD
FORK

ABOUT ONE INCH FROM
THE TABLE EDGE

TURN THE KNIFE BLADE
TOWARD THE PLATE

TIDBIT: If you are wondering which utensil to use first, always use the first one
on the outside and work in. For example, the soup spoon is on the outside.

Christmas Word Search
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CELEBRATE

REINDEER

CHRISTMAS TREE

RIBBONS

DECEMBER

SANTA CLAUS

DECORATIONS

STOCKINGS

FAMILY

TINSEL

GIVING

TURKEY DINNER

HOLIDAY

TWENTY-FIFTH

LIGHTS

WINTER

ORNAMENTS

WRAPPING PAPER

PRESENTS

WREATH

What Christmas really means……..
For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is
given; And the government will be upon His
shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful,
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince
Isaiah 9:6 (NKJV)
of Peace.

Jesus, the Savior of the world, was born.
He came as a baby, and then grew to be a
man that gave His life for you and me, so we
could live with Him forever when we die. We
celebrate His birth because of our faith in
Him, and His birth was the beginning of a
life-changing event - the cross. Although
this may not be the exact date that He was
born, let us celebrate Jesus birthday
together, and remember why He came.

.

Luke 2: 6-18 (NKJV)
So it was, that while they were there, the days
were completed for her to be delivered. 7 And
she brought forth her firstborn Son, and
wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid
Him in a manger, because there was no room
for them in the inn.8 Now there were in the
same country shepherds living out in the
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.
9 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were greatly afraid. 10
Then the angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of
great joy which will be to all people. 11 For
there is born to you this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And
this will be the sign to you: You will find a
Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a
manger.” And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising
God and saying: 14“Glory to God in the
highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward
men!”15 So it was, when the angels had gone
away from them into heaven that the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us now go
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come
to pass, which the Lord has made known to
us.” 16 And they came with haste and found
Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a
manger. 17 Now when they had seen Him, they
made widely known the saying which was told
them concerning this Child. 18 And all those
who heard it marveled at those things which
were told them by the shepherds.

Christmas is more than giving gifts.
Gift giving came from the wise men.
The real meaning of Christmas is
remembering, honoring, celebrating,
and worshiping the King of Kings, the
Prince of Peace

